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BAR BRIEFS
OREGON RECOMMENDATIONS
The Judicial Council of the State of Oregon makes the following
recommendations for the improvement of judicial procedure: i. That
the defendant in a criminal case be allowed to waive trial by jury and
present his case directly to the court, except in such cases where the
penalty is death or life imprisonment; 2. That the jury panel be im-
proved by the appointment of jury commissioners and the examination
of prospective jurors.; 3. That persons convicted of crimes on pleas
of insanity be sentenced to serve at least three years in insane hospital
without right of habeas corpus; 4. That the defendant who relies upon
a plea of insanity in a criminal case must inform the prosecution that
this will be his defense before he goes to trial; 5. That the number of
peremptory challenges of the defendant in a criminal case be reduced
to the number allowed the prosecution.
THE PUBLIC vs. THE LAWYER
"Bar Briefs for the month of February contains valuable sugges-
tions for local boards, clerks of court, etc., on the selection of jurors
with a view to inspire public confidence in the courts. The authors
of these suggestions, however, say nothing about the selection of jurors
by counsel, and still this is the part of it most criticized by the public.
"Whatever the foundation for this criticism be, the fact is that it
exists. The public knows how persons to serve as jurors are selected;
but it also knows (?) that the lawyers select the jury. Hence, as con-
cerns public confidence in the courts by the selection of more or less
qualified-looking jurors, the credit thus given counsel may not be alto-
gether devoid of merit. Therefore, and while we are at it, let us have
suggestions through the Briefs how to remedy this also."-J. E. Skul-
stad, Maddock.
JUDGE CORLISS-COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
The announcement that Judge Guy C. H. Corliss is to be the Com-
mencement speaker at the University this year should have a special
appeal to the Old Grads of the University Law School, and bring many
of them back for the Commencement season. Ever a forceful person-
ality and a picturesque figure, the exponent of Conflicts of Laws en-
deared himself to those who had the privilege of having direct contact
with his legal talent and ability to teach. Welcome back, Judge, and
may we find you as breezy and virile as you were when we sat at your
feet!
ENFORCE AS WELL AS ADOPT
Following the definition of rules of conduct that are deemed un-
professional by the Bar of Ohio, the Cleveland Bar Association of that
state proposes to carry out the letter and spirit of the rules by warning,
admonishing and reprimanding less flagrant offenders and prosecuting
more drastic violations before the court.
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
The Model Code of Criminal Procedure is slated for completion
at the annual meeting of the American Law Institute this month. Dis-
tribution is to be made as soon thereafter as clerical corrections can
be made and the mechanical work of printing, and binding can be ac-
complished.
